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The Flyers made their final visit of the season to Wales to play the Devils on St David’s Day. The visitors
were without the injured trio of Patrick Kyte, Phélix Martineau and Aiden Wilson. Ben Brown was on duty
with the Dundee Rockets and also scratched were Cameron Keny and James Spence. The Devils were
playing their 3rd game in four nights and scratched Bradley Schoonbaert, Mark Richardson, Reid Duke and
Hunter Shinkaruk.
The Devils had the first couple of shots of the game both off target but they did get one behind Shane
Owen after 92 seconds. Joey Martin set up the chance for Josh MacDonald who was able to stick handle the
puck around the Fife keeper and find the net. Moments later and the Devils had another great chance
when Ryan Barrow showed the Fife defence a clean pair of heals but Owen did well to shut him down with
a pad save. Jonas Emmerdahl brought Ben Bowns into action in the Flyers next attack as he made a pad
save. In the 5th minute Bowns was in action again as he made a kick save on Massimo Carozza. Owen
made a huge pad save on a Josh Batch shot that was redirected in the 6th minute. Fife were then called for
too many men on the ice on a line change and the Devils went to the games first power play. Owen
showed excellent reflexes to stop a Martin one timer from the slot that was deflected off of a Flyers stick.
Martin went even closer when his shot hit the Fife keepers shoulder and then clanked the crossbar. Owen
ensured the Flyers completed the kill when he went post to post to get a glove on a shot by MacDonald
lurking at the back door. Zach O’Brien gained the zone in the 10th minute and from the slot his shot was
well saved by Owen. The visiting keeper then made a double save in the 11th minute when he stopped
MacDonald again and then sprawled to keep Brett Perlini off the scoreboard. The Devils doubled their lead
in the 13th minute when Martin carried the puck down the left wing and his cross ice pass was converted
at the back post by Benjamin Almquist for his first ever Devils goal. The Flyers had a chance to get back into
the game in the 14th minute as Lucas Chiodo broke in on Bowns from the neutral zone and was hooked on
the play. The referee signaled penalty shot and Chiodo tried to beat Bowns on the stick side but the Devils
keeper managed to make the blocker save.

PERIOD 2

The Flyers had a chance inside the opening 10 seconds as Carozza drove the net but Bowns stood tall.
Perlini went close in the 21st minute and a two minutes later Tyler Busch was stopped by Owen who was
out aggressively as the Devils forward did a fly by in the slot. In the 25th minute Ben Davies had a shot
from the circles padded away by Own who then swallowed a blast from the blue line by Jarrod Gourley.
The Devils increased their lead in the 26th minute when Owen was beaten cleanly on his stick side by a
blast from Perlini from just inside the blue line. 
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In the 27th minute a give and go with Charles-Antoine Paiement saw Jordan Stallard get a look at
Bowns who made smart save. The Flyers had another chance in the 29th minute when Kieran Craig
went down the left wing and around the back of the net and with Bowns out of position he just
couldn’t quite execute the wraparound. The Devils added another goal in the 32nd minute when the
Flyers were guilty of a giveaway in their own zone and Cole Sanford sniped the top corner stick side on
Owen. Bowns made a great kick save on a one timer from Michael Cichy in the 33rd minute. In the
35th minute Busch fired a shot off the crossbar. Daniel Krenželok made a great diving check in the
37th minute to break up a dangerous Devils attack. Batch was then stopped by Owen in the 38th
minute as he tried to go five hole and Owen shut the wickets. In the 39th minute Bowns was sharp as
he smothered a shot that was deflected on his net. In the final few seconds of the period a sprawling
Owen was lights out to stop Sanford who had a gaping net to hit.

 PERIOD 3

In the 41st minute O’Brien went in on goal but was denied by Owen who got the paddle down and with
the help of his post the puck was scrambled clear. In the 42nd minute a streaking MacDonald forced a
stick save from Owen. A minute later some fine passing by the Devils created an opportunity for
MacDonald who once again was denied by the Fife keeper. The Flyers luck was clearly out in the 46th
minute as they worked the puck down low and Paiement slithered the puck against the post and on
the follow up Stallard was robbed by a desperation glove save by Bowns.  The Devils went back on the
power play in the 47th minute when Craig got the gate for a slash. The Devils controlled the puck from
the face off and their patience paid off as Martin from the bottom of the circles picked the corner low
on Owen’s glove side to increase their advantage. Stallard got a shot in net in the 50th minute as he
tried to go short side on Bowns who held on. Carozza then fired a shot off the mask of Bowns who
then gloved a shot from Brodie Kay in the 53rd minute. A minute later and Owen produced a point
blank save on Sam Duggan who was parked at the edge of his crease. Further misfortune for the Flyers
in the 57th minute when Tyler Heidt had his stick explode on him when trying to pass the puck out of
the zone and Riley Brandt from close range added the final goal of the night.
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ACTIONACTIONACTION
D E V I L S

R E B E C C A  B R A I N
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MARK MORRISON

Fife Flyers Ice Hockey Club
are delighted to recognise
the contribution made by
Mark Morrison by retiring his
#17 jersey to the rafters.
 
The celebration is scheduled
to take place ahead of the
match on Sunday 9th March. 

A limited edition printed
commemorative programme
will be on sale priced £3 on
the night or by contacting the
club at:
enquiries@fifeflyers.co.uk 



It’s difficult to comprehend that it’s almost a quarter of a century now from Tuesday,
April 3, 2001 which was a night of celebration at Fife Ice Arena as players and fans from
across the country came to pay tribute to club legend Mark Morrison. With thanks to
the Fife Free Press Editor Allan Crow we look back on a memorable night.  
The then player-coach’s eight-year service to the Kirkcaldy club was marked with a
special testimonial game and over 2000 supporters made it an occasion to remember. It
was an emotional, but also a fun evening, a fitting celebration of the Canadian’s
contribution to Flyers.

The day after the game, a rather bleary-eyed Mark said he had thoroughly enjoyed his
testimonial. “I thought it was outstanding,” he said, “The turnout was brilliant, but then
again I didn’t expect any different from the people here who have always supported me.
After being here eight years it is obvious I wasn’t here just for the hockey and I have
made many good friends. The game itself was a lot of fun and everyone in The Mighty
Mo’s enjoyed themselves. A lot of these guys took a night out of important schedules to
be here and some travelled a long way which I was very grateful for.”
On the evening itself there was some outstanding hockey and breathtaking goals – as
well as a rinkful of pranks and tomfoolery and a whole load of family entertainment.
Almost every seat in the rink was filled as the public of Kirkcaldy and visitors from
around the country united to show Mark just how much they thought of him and his
incalculable contribution to the Flyers during his eight years at the club. The Mighty Mo’s
team read like a Who’s Who of ice hockey, including the much-loved Gordon Latto who
won every honour going with Flyers; Tony Hand who re-wrote the record books and is
regarded as the best hockey player Britain has ever produced; BNL star Nick Poole and
Bill Moody – one of Flyers most popular imports ever.

It could have been expected then that the Fife Flyers would be given a real showing up,
but this was not the case as they put up a good fight and dominated the early stages of
the game. Then the fun really began as Flyers’ captain Frank Morris received a two-
minute penalty for wearing a silly helmet, and an impressive goal scored by Todd
Dutiaume was disallowed because he skated too fast. Todd and his younger brother
Mark, who iced for The Mighty Mo’s were each sent off for two minutes for swapping
jerseys amid an amusing scuffle which delighted the crowd, while interference by the
match officials added to the merriment. In the final few minutes of the game, by which
time the scoreline was totally irrelevant, all the players from both teams took to the ice
and chaos took over to the tune of a Scottish reel.
The final score probably should have read 7-6 to The Mighty Mo’s but the Flyers
sneaked one into the net when around 40 people were on the ice.

The game was followed by a whole wealth of presentations and tributes to a rather bashful
Mark and as the crowd filtered away, there was no doubt everyone had had a night to
remember.
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 A NIGHT TO REMEMBER



The Fifers welcomed the Nottingham Panthers for their final visit of the season. The home side added Ben
Brown and Joe Lynch back into the lineup and gave Jānis Voris the start in net but were still without Phélix
Martineau, Patrick Kyte, Aiden Wilson, James Spence and Cameron Kenny. The Panthers scratched Hugo Roy
and started Jason Grande in net who was looking to make it three shutouts in a row in games played this week.
 
The Flyers opened brightly and 30 seconds in a nice set up by Evan MacKinnon released Kieran Craig who took
the puck to the net but Grande shut him down. Voris was also in the game in the opening minute when he
came up with a great poke check to knock the puck clear to stop a dangerous Panthers move. In the 3rd minute
Logan Neilson found himself all alone in the slot but Voris reacted well to save his shot and not give up a
rebound. At the other end a close in tip by Massimo Carozza was well dealt with by Grande. The Panthers
opened the scoring moments later when Jaako Niskala skated in from the blueline with the puck and he rifled it
low into the bottom corner past Voris from the circles. The Flyers survived a scramble in their crease in the 6th
minute and in the 9th minute Mitchell Fossier hit the outside frame of the goal with space on Voris’s short side.
The Flyers responded in the 11th minute with a big shot from the blue line by Olivier LeBlanc and Grande
appeared not to see it until the puck hit him. Voris denied Sam Herr in the 13th minute with a shot that was
labelled for the far bottom corner. The Flyers transitioned quickly in the 14th minute and Charles-Antoine
Paiement was stopped by the Panthers keeper at close quarters and Grande was alert again on the next shift as
he made a save on Carozza. A shot by Herr in the 17th went in and out of the glove of Voris and following up
Tim Doherty managed to direct the puck past the wide open net.

PERIOD 2

Voris was first in action in the second period when he held his short side post as Didrik Henbrant drove the net.
The Panthers controlled most of the play in the early stages and had the Flyers hemmed in for spells but most
of the shots directed on the Flyers goal came from the perimeter. Voris was at full stretch in the 26th minute as
he stopped Jordan Kelsall. The Flyers first threat on the visitors goal in the period came in the 32nd minute as
Austin Farley crashed the net but Grande did well to hold on to the puck and avert the danger. A minute later
and Voris made a fine stop on a Doherty shot from the slot. In the 34th minute Grande once again appeared
not to track the puck which came from distance and hit his pads without him reacting. 
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The Panthers doubled their lead in the 35th minute when the Flyers were guilty of turning over the puck
in their own zone and Voris was called upon to make a great save on Fossier before the puck was recycled
and fed to Matt Spencer and from the high slot his shot nestled in the bottom corner of the net. The
Flyers went on the first power play of the game in the 36th minute when Davis Bunz was called for a high
stick. Tyler Heidt had a shot go in and out of the glove of Grande who then made saves on Farley and
Jordan Stallard to complete the kill for the visitors. The Flyers were soon back on the man advantage as
Zsombor Garat got the gate for a slash on Kieran Craig. Lucas Chiodo drove the net and the Panthers
keeper stood tall but the Flyers recovered the puck which went out to the blue line and Olivier Leblanc put
it on net with Craig getting a tip in the slot to redirect it past Grande just inside his post. 

 PERIOD 3

In the 42nd minute Fossier had some time and space at the side of the Flyers goal and he tried to out wait
Voris who stayed with him to make the block. A minute later and the Flyers keeper got a piece of the puck
off his glove as Matt Alfaro cruised into the slot and let a shot go. A streaking Henbrant was stopped by
Voris in the 45th minute just before Stallard ripped a shot on Grande that caught the top of the crossbar.
The Flyers went back on the power play in the 48th minute as Josh Tetlow was guilty of a hold on Craig in
behind his net. The Flyers controlled the opening minute of the man advantage and Heidt saw Grande get
a glove on his shot before smothering the puck to halt play. Late on Stallard had a shot saved as the
Panthers returned to full strength. Herr from the slot forced a blocker save from Voris in the 51st minute.
The Flyers came close in the 53rd minute with a scramble around the Panthers net before Paiement fired
the puck wide of the target with net available to aim for. The Panthers got their first power play of the
game in the 55th minute when Heidt was called for hooking. A shot tipped by Herr was matched by a fine
Voris save but the Flyers found themselves two men down a minute in as Michael Cichy was called for
interference. The Flyers almost killed the 5 on 3 but with 2 seconds remaining they were penalised again
when Carozza was binned for a slash. This time the Panthers made the two man advantage count as Herr
trickled one five hole on Voris from the top of his crease to make it a two goal game. The Flyers still had a
5 on 4 penalty to kill which they managed to do and with 96 seconds left they called their time out. Having
won the draw they pulled Voris for the extra skater but couldn’t get anything on the Panthers net and the
game was iced when Herr found the empty net from the neutral zone. 
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ACTIONACTIONACTION
P A N T H E R S

J I L L I A N  M C F A R L A N E  
&  D E R E K  Y O U N G



Doing The Numbers

T
H

E
 F

L
Y

E
R

 |
 D

IG
IT

A
L

 G
A

M
E

 D
A

Y
 P

R
O

G
R

A
M

M
E

 |
 P

A
G

E
 1

0
 

Flyers Stats 2024/25



On Saturday night……

Cardiff Devils 6          Fife Flyers 0        -  Elite League

The Devils remained perfect on the season against the Flyers with their 5th consecutive win.

The Flyers were shutout for the 8th time on the season and the 6th time on the road against the Devils in
the EIHL.

The Devils have now recorded 11 shutouts against the Flyers in all EIHL competitions, equal second most
with Sheffield Steelers behind the Belfast Giants.

The Flyers were mathematically eliminated from the play offs with this result. The Flyers have missed the
playoffs four times now in 12 seasons.

Jonas Emmerdahl was credited with a season high 7 blocked shots in the game. 

Kieran Craig had his 5 game point streak snapped – the season best still belongs to Lucas Chiodo with 6
games.

The Flyers were awarded their 3rd penalty shot of the season and are now 0 for 3. Lucas Chiodo is 0 for 2
in his Flyers career on penalty shots. Overall the Flyers are now 7 for 18 on penalty shots in all EIHL
competitions.

On Sunday night……

Fife Flyers 1              Nottingham Panthers 4        -  Elite League

The Panthers also remained perfect against the Flyers this season and have now won their last six straight
against the Flyers going back to last season.

The Flyers gave up their 10th empty net goal of the campaign which is second most behind Clan’s 11.

The Flyers have now conceded a power play goal in each of their last five games – this ties their longest
streak of the season. 

The Flyers have now given up 103 goals at home in league play this season which is only the second time
that the Flyers have conceded triple digits in the EIHL era and it’s the most since the 105 scored against
them in the 2011/12 season.

Excluding shootouts the Flyers scored their 200th goal against the Panthers in all EIHL competitions.

WEEK 26 - flyers stats RECAP
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WEEKEND PREVIEW
Week 27

Recent Form Guide
The teams met last weekend when the Devils recovered from dropping the points in Glasgow the night
before to blank the Flyers 6-0 at the Vindico Arena. The Devils have lost their last two games on their
travels and on the season have an 11 and 9 record. After they visit Kirkcaldy which will be their final
meeting of the season against the Flyers the Devils have 5 home games and 6 road games to play to close
out the season.  
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L A S T  L E A G U E  V I S I T  F R O M  D E V I L S

O V E R A L L  L E A G U E  H O M E  R E C O R D  A G A I N S T  D E V I L S

P  3 2  W  9  L  2 3  F  8 2  A  1 1 7

Number Crunching 
The Flyers have lost all of their encounters with the Devils this season being outscored 6-25 and are winless
in their last five against Cardiff. 

The Devils have won on their last four visits to Kirkcaldy.

14 different Devils players have found the net against the Flyers this season with 5 different Flyers finding
the net in the five games.

Cole Sanford with 5 goals has top scored for the Devils against the Flyers so far this season whilst Lucas
Chiodo, Massimo Carozza and Daniel Krenželok lead for the Flyers with 2 goals each.

Cole Sanford has goals in his last 4 games against the Flyers. 

The Devils have conceded the second most empty net goals with 9 after the Flyers 11.

The Devils have the most goals scored at even strength by forwards across all EIHL games this season.



Recent Form Guide
The Flyers and Flames last met in the first weekend of the New Year. Guildford’s form in 2025 can be
described as somewhat inconsistent. An overtime defeat by the odd goal in nine at Braehead was followed
up the next night with a five goal shutout win at home to the Dundee Stars. Another road overtime defeat
in Coventry was followed by a 5-2 home loss to the Belfast Giants. The following weekend a heavy 7-4
defeat in Nottingham preceded an excellent 6-2 win at the Spectrum against the Sheffield Steelers. A
midweek win at the Skydome with another 6 goals scored came before consecutive 4-3 losses beyond
regulation at Dundee and Belfast. The losses continued with a 3-1 reversal on home ice against the Cardiff
Devils followed by a 4-2 defeat by the Clan in Glasgow. The winless streak, their longest of the season, was
stretched to five games with the Steelers victorious at the Spectrum before the rot was halted in
Nottingham with a 4-2 win. The following weekend the Flames scooped maximum points with a 6-2 win on
Tayside followed by a 3-2 shootout success against the Steelers in Surrey. Last weekend they hosted
Manchester and allowed their visitors to come from two goals down late in the game before losing out in a
shootout. The next night they went to Coventry and were three goals behind before mounting a comeback
that fell short in a 3-2 defeat.  

WEEKEND PREVIEW
Week 27
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L A S T  L E A G U E  V I S I T  T O  F L A M E S

O V E R A L L  L E A G U E  A W A Y  R E C O R D  A G A I N S T  F L A M E S

P  1 9  W  8  L  1 1  F  4 3  A  6 6
Number Crunching 
The Flames are another team that the Flyers have yet to win against this season in the four games played
so far.
The Flames four game streak has seen them outscore the Flyers 22-6.
The Flyers are winless in their last two visits to the Spectrum.
Guildford remain the only team who have yet to have a hat trick scorer against the Flyers in all EIHL
competitions.
Ethan Strang is the Flames top scorer against the Flyers this season with 5 goals whilst Michael Cichy leads
the way for the Flyers in these games with 4 goals.
Strang has goals in all four games against the Flyers this term. 
11 different Flames players have found the net against the Flyers this season with 3 different Flyers on
target in the games played so far. 
The Flames are the only team the Flyers have yet to score a power play goal against this season, Fife ore 0
for 13.



Recent Form Guide
Coventry and Fife met almost a month ago on the first weekend of February. The Blaze followed up their
win at the Skydome with a pair of victories when they beat the Devils 5-3 in Wales and returned home the
following night to overcome the Sheffield Steelers 3-2 in overtime. Back to back games the following
weekend against the Nottingham Panthers saw the Blaze go down 6-2 at the Motorpoint Arena and 6-4 at
the Skydome. A multi goal come from behind 4-3 shootout win in Glasgow preceded a 4-2 loss on home ice
to the Dundee Stars. Last weekend the Blaze travelled to play the Steelers and handed Sheffield their
biggest defeat of the season with an impressive 6-0 win before they then returned home to host the
Guildford Flames who almost came back from being three down but the Blaze hung on for a 3-2 win.
Ahead of their trip to Kirkcaldy the Blaze host the Cardiff Devils the night before. 

WEEKEND PREVIEW
Week 27
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L A S T  L E A G U E  V I S I T  F R O M  B L A Z E

O V E R A L L  L E A G U E  H O M E  R E C O R D  A G A I N S T  B L A Z E

P  3 1  W  1 6  L  1 5  F  8 9  A  8 2

Number Crunching 
The Blaze have won all four encounters so far this season and in the process they have outscored the
Flyers 24-6.
The Blaze will be looking for a fifth consecutive win against the Flyers which will be their best sequence
against Fife in all EIHL competitions.
11 different Blaze  players have found the net against the Flyers this season with 4 different Flyers finding
the net in the four games.
Chase Gresock with 6 goals has top scored for the Blaze against the Flyers so far this season whilst Michael
Cichy leads for the Flyers with 3 goals.
The Blaze have the second fewest goal scored by forwards at even strength but the most by forwards on
the powerplay across all EIHL competitions this season.
The Blaze have been involved in 13 games across all EIHL competitions that have gone beyond regulation
this season which is most of all teams.
The Flyers have a 50 percent penalty kill against the Blaze this term, the lowest against all teams as the
Blaze have 7 goals on 14 attempts. 
The Flyers on the powerplay against the Blaze are 4 for 16 for 25 percent.



A summary of all of the action from the previous weekend across the EIHL. 

Wednesday 26th  February    

Cardiff Devils 6            Sheffield Steelers 2        Elite League
(1-1, 1-1, 4-0,)   SOG 38-32     PIMs  6-2    Att 3100
Cardiff Devils ensured a perfect home record against Sheffield Steelers this season with a 6-2 win over the
defending champions at a sold-out Vindico Arena. The result leaves the Steelers five points leaders Belfast
Giants having played a game more. The Steelers have 12 games remaining this season. The Steelers, who
started the better team, found the first goal of the night after Marc-Olivier Vallerand pulled off a slick
backhand pass to an open Mitchell Balmas who slotted past Mac Carruth, making the score 1-0 12:56 into
the opening period. The Devils had offered very little through the opening 15 minutes of the game, but were
level in the 16th when Evan Mosey fired home a rebound from a Ben Almquist shot - the latter registering
his first point for the Welsh side. Cardiff took the lead in period two after Kohen Olischefski deflected a
sliding puck from Zach O’Brien into the Sheffield net 10:06 into the second. However, just over a minute
later the Steelers were back level Vallerand pulled off another slick pass to this time feed Mark Simpson who
tapped past a stranded Carruth. After a tight first two periods, few would have seen the goal-rush coming in
the third. Joey Martin poked a loose puck home after a scramble around the Steelers net to put the Devils
back ahead with 8:13 to play. At 14:58 mark, Zach O’Brien found Cole Sanford who shot past Greenfield to
make it 4-2. Sheffield piled on the pressure in the final stages, working Carruth into some excellent stops to
stop them pulling one back. O'Brien slotted into an empty net with 1:45 to go, while Cody Donaghey added
insult to the Steelers' night with a sixth 82 seconds from the final buzzer.

Nottingham Panthers 2           Belfast Giants 0             Challenge Cup 
(0-0, 1-0, 1-0,)   SOG 29-32     PIMs  2-6    Att 5263
Nottingham Panthers were a goal away from making up a 0-3 aggregate deficit against Belfast Giants, but
the visitors held on in the closing stages to advance to the Challenge Cup Final 3-2 on aggregate. 5,263 fans
saw the Panthers win 2-0 on the night at the Motorpoint Arena, but fall just short. Period one was a very
cagey affair. The Giants out-shot that hosts 15-5 but neither side forced any clear-cut chances. Elijiah Barriga
took a skate to the chin and left the ice but was thankfully back playing by the final period. Jason Grande
stopped an early breakaway as the Giants had an early chance to open the scoring at the start of period two.
The Giants then ran into penalty trouble and fell behind when Zsombor Garát shot from the point off a
faceoff win went all the way though and past Whistle at 32:17. The Panthers then enjoyed two further
powerplays and hit a post, as well as having a bouncing puck kicked off the line by Josh Roach to stay two
ahead on aggregate. The Giants had a decent spell of pressure themselves towards the end of the period,
their first sustained offensive zone time in the game. JJ Piccinich’s shot in the slot came back off the post
although Grande may have got a toe to it as well. The Panthers got a dream start to period three by scoring
after just 37 seconds - a Cooper Zech shot from a tight angle snuck its way past Whistle to make it 2-0 on the
night, and bring the hosts back to within one on aggregate. The Giants saw a Tim Doherty minor pass
without being able to increase their lead, and became more and more on the back foot as the game entered
the final stages. Whistle made two excellent saves, while a number of scrambles around the crease saw the
Panthers one stick away from tying things. Mitch Fossier didn't make full contact with a one-timer in one of
the Panthers' best chances with six skaters after pulling Grande with 1:49 to go, but in the end the visitors
held on and narrowly advanced to the Challenge Cup Final.
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  EIHL ROUND UP 

- WEEK 26



Friday 28th February

Glasgow Clan 4                          Cardiff Devils 1               Elite League
(1-0, 3-1, 0-0,)   SOG 25-30     PIMs 6-2    Att 2834
Four goals in just under 31 minutes were enough to earn Glasgow Clan a Friday night win over Cardiff Devis,
coming out 4-1 at Braehead Arena. The only goal of the opening period went the way of the hosts. With
15:38 played, Deven Sideroff threw the puck on the net and the rebound fell to Mitchell Heard to slap it
home from the slot. Simon Despres sent a shot just wide in the final seconds of the period as Clan almost
doubled their lead before the break. 99 seconds into period two, Mac Carruth spilled a Heard shot straight
into the path of Rylan Schwartz to fire home and make it 2-0. Former Devil Cole Ully made it three at 29:15
with a snipe into the top corner of Carruth's net, while Schwarz added a fourth with his second of the night
at 30:57. Joey Martin pulled a goal back for the Devils at 35:25 while Tyson McLellan sat a high-sticking
penalty. Landon Bow made a huge save at the start of the third period to deny Tyler Busch sweeping home
for a certain goal. The Devils then hit the post later on the same play as it began to seem like it just wouldn’t
be their night. Clan saw out the period with their three-goal advantage and took two vital points and move
themselves within four points of the top six.

Manchester Storm  4                          Belfast Giants  3               Elite League
(2-0, 0-1, 2-2,)   SOG 27-53     PIMs  8-10    Att 2245
Manchester Storm aided their chase for a playoff place by upsetting league leaders Belfast Giants, winning
4-3 at the Storm Shelter on Friday night in front of 2,245 fans. It was an excellent opening period for the
hosts who led by two after 20 minutes. Captain Cam Critchlow put them ahead with 5:19 played when he
deflected Alexis D'Aoust's shot off a faceoff past Tom McCollum, Just over three minutes later, Ryan Hughes
scored on a powerplay to put the hosts two up. Grand Mishmash pulled one back for the Giants with 3:42
left in period two with a slapshot on the powerplay off a Mike Lee feed. 63 seconds into period three, Tylan
Hinam converted Hughes' pass across the slot on a 2-on-1 to put Storm back two ahead. The Giants had a
goal washed out for the puck not crossing the goal line at 43:57, but the Giants did fight back, David
Goodwin and Gabe Bast scored exactly five minutes apart to tie the game by 49:41. However, a late D'Aoust
snipe into the top of McCollum's night put the Storm back ahead with 5:13 to play - the winning goal.

Saturday 1st March

Guildford Flames 4              Manchester Storm 5    Shootout               Elite League  
(3-2, 1-0, 0-2, 0-0, 0-1)   SOG 38-36    PIMs  15-11    Att 1926
Manchester Storm fought back from two goals down in the final 15 minutes of the game before taking a win
in a shootout at a sold-out venue in Guildford against the Flames. "It's been a huge couple of games," said
Storm's Harrison Cains, after their win in Guildford came off the back of beating Belfast Giants on Friday
night. "I feel like we're right in the playoff mix now, and we have Dundee on Wednesday which gives us
another look to try and get a four-point jump on them." The Flames were wearing their retro jerseys paying
homage to the team’s first ever season, accompanied by an excellent mix of retro music during the game.
On the ice, the fans at the Spectrum were treated to a goal fest in the opening period. Alexis D'Aoust was
called for hooking just 15 seconds into the game, and the Flames needed just 28 more to open the scoring -
Brett Ferguson tipping a Charlie Dodero shot in front of David Tendeck to make it 1-0. Stephen Johnson tied
the game at 6:34 when was given too much space, while new Flames signing Zach Hoffman endeared
himself to the home crowd when he dropped the gloves with Loren Ulett. Off the re-start, a long stretch pass
sent Craig martin through on Eamon McAdam to put Storm 2-1 ahead with 13:33 played. Matt Alvaro's neat
work in the slot levelled things at 17:03 with the third powerplay goal of the game, before Brett Welychka
put the Flames ahead with 1:19 left in the period. "It’s a bigger ice surface so there’s a little more room to do
stuff, but it’s pretty quick and I thought it was a good game overall" said Flames debutant Hoffman in his
first post-game interview. The only goal of period two came 68 seconds after the restart when Welychka
worked the puck out from behind the net to Lewis Hook for the finish in front. The Flames killed off three
penalties in the period, and also hit a post as the clock ticked down. Guildford almost let a lead slip last time
the Flames were in town, but this time did see their two-goal advantage go – as indeed it did six nights ago 
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at home to Sheffield Steelers. “Our coach just told us to keep going, it’s a marathon not a sprint and we can
keep plugging away in the third period. Start with one and get two, and the boys really dug in,” added
Caines. Noah Carroll's slapshot pulled one back for Storm with just under 15 minutes to go, while inside the
final five minutes Caines tied the game up at four each. The Flames had the better of the chances in
overtime but couldn't beat David Tendeck, who then went on to stop all five shots on him in the shootout.
Alexis D'Aoust was the only scorer in 10 shots to win it for Storm.

Nottingham Panthers 4               Dundee Stars 0               Elite League
(1-0, 3-0, 0-0,)   SOG 31-27     PIMs  6-4    Att 6588
Jason Grande logged his second shutout this week as Nottingham Panthers beat Dundee Stars 4-0 in front of
6,588 fans at the Motorpoint Arena. The Panthers were ahead inside ten minutes. Quinn Wichers got onto a
rebound from his own shot on a delayed penalty to open the scoring at 9:12 after a pass into the slot from
Mitchell Fossier. The goal was Wichers' first of the season. Both teams killed off a penalty to end the period
with the Panthers ahead by one. Goals just over seven minutes apart put the Panthers in total control of the
game in period two, despite Dundee arguably having more chances in the middle session. Fossier fed the
puck into the slot for Tim Doherty to beat Jarrett Fiske 6:56 into the period, while 72 seconds later Matt
Alfaro capped some nice Panthers passing to make it 3-0. Didrik Henbrant one-timed Kris Kontos' feed from
below the goal line to make it four at 33:50. Both sides hit the iron in the period with the game at 1-0, and
had Stars scored it could have been very different. Period three passed off with both sides killing a penalty
each but nothing else in the way of scoring, allowing the Panthers to cut the gap on second to just a point.

Sheffield Steelers 0          Coventry Blaze 6         Elite League  
(0-1, 0-3, 0-2)   SOG 34-29    PIMs  4-4    Att 8016
Coventry Blaze inflected Sheffield’s biggest home defeat in six years with a 6-0 win over the Steelers in front
of 8,016 fans at the Utilita Arena. Nick Seitz could have opened the scoring early for the Blaze when he was
found at the far post, only for Matt Greenfield to make an excellent sliding save. The Blaze started very well
and eventually went ahead on their third good chance of the game – Jack Hopkins taking a touch off a
Brandon Alderson feed and then firing past Greenfield. Period two couldn’t have started any better for the
visitors. Michael Regush tipped a Chase Gresock past Greenfield short side to put the Blaze two ahead 23
seconds into the period. Just under nine minutes later, Hopkins had his second of the night with a five-hole
finish on Greenfield after good fore-checking work from the Blaze. Jackson Cressy batted home a bouncing
puck after Greenfield had stopped a Terrence Amorosa shot to make it four on the 35-minute mark. Seitz hit
the crossbar before the period was out as the Blaze almost made it five. Michael Regush doubles the Blaze
lead under a minute into the second period, tipping in a Gresock shot short side as Greenfield leaves him
post. British Forward Jack Hopkins picks up a brace, finishing five hole on Greenfield after picking the puck
up from the corner. Blaze score on their first Powerplay attempt of the night, Dowd sits for interference,
Gresock takes a shot which is stopped by Greenfield but falls onto the stick of Jackson Cressey to increase
the lead the four. Coventry came close again not long after, Heintz gaining a breakaway on Greenfield, beats
the netminder but can’t beat the iron. Having soaked up some Steelers pressure to start the period, the
Blaze sewed things up on the rush with a Mike Kennedy goal 4:32 into the final period. Seitz did eventually
get his goal with 7:16 to play to round off an excellent road win for the Blaze. The result moved the Blaze
back into fifth, while for the Steelers it was a third successive defeat.

Sunday 2nd March

Belfast Giants 2                            Glasgow Clan 3      Overtime             Elite League  
(0-0, 2-0, 0-2, 0-1,)   SOG 51-25    PIMs  4-10    Att 5432
Glasgow Clan scored two in the third period to come from two goals down and eventually beat Belfast
Giants in overtime. The result leaves the league-leaders with just one point from this weekend's games. "I
think we started a bit slow. Then Corey spoke up in the room in the second, and I think that sparked the
group," said game-winner Cole Ully. "We just waited, let them take it to us, then stung them. We got one on
the powerplay, which was huge, and then, in overtime, anything can happen." Not many teams come back
from being two down going into the third. What was the message at the end of the second period. The first 
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period began evenly, with both teams struggling to create any meaningful chances. JJ Piccinich and Mitchell
Heard had the best chances for their respective teams, however both fired over. The Giants couldn't
capitalise on their successive powerplays, meaning the first period ended scoreless. The Giants were able to
take advantage of their third powerplay to open the scoring. Scott Conway took the puck in the right circle
and fired past Landon Bow at 25:50. Cole Ully had a chance to equalise for the Clan when a rebound fell to
him at a tight angle, but he couldn't squeeze the puck in. Bobo Carpenter doubled the lead for the Giants at
32:12. A fortunate bounce off the board presented Carpenter with a golden opportunity, which he buried
into the top corner. I think we just didn't have much energy, and it sparked us," continued Ully. "In this
building, especially it's hard to find points, let alone come back in the third, and I think this group did a great
job. We've been rolling lately, and we'll hopefully keep it going." Two goals in seven minutes brought Clan
back into things. Liam Finlay fired a shot pass Jackson Whistle at 43:03 after Tyson McLellan let the puck run
through his legs with a small tough to put it on the tape of Ully. With Ben Lake in the box for tripping, Clan
made advantage of the extra man as Mitchell Heard jammed a puck past Whistle at the post after a bounce
off the back boards. All tied heading into the final minutes, Pierre-Olivier Morin had the best chance to win it
for the Giants after Grant Mismash went almost coast to coast to set up the opportunity; while Whistle was
called into action on the final play of regulation to prevent the Clan snatching it at the death. The Giants
went on the front foot in overtime and saw Piccinich just fire wide. However, Deven Sideroff fed Ully for a
breakaway the other way and his shot snuck through Whistle and just trickled over the line to give Clan the
overtime with 92 seconds into bonus hockey. Concluded Ully: "Belfast are a top team in the league. Every
time we play them, it's a battle. Every time you can take down a top team is huge for the group."

Dundee Stars 4                   Sheffield Steelers 10                              Elite League
(2-4, 1-2, 1-4,)   SOG 33-42     PIMs  4-2    Att 1802
Sheffield Steelers responded to a 6-0 defeat on home ice by beating Dundee Stars 10-4 on Tayside on
Sunday night. "I thought we were better, obviously last night wasn't the effort we wanted and just had to
look internally," began Steelers' Colton Saucerman. "I thought we started hot, we've been kind of slow
coming out of the first period and kind of playing from behind the last few games so it was a good first
period, we carried the momentum but I think we still got a few things to clean up in our game if we're going
to continue to make a push and catch Belfast." Sheffield opened the scoring just 38 seconds in, as Mark
Simpson found space behind the Stars defence and beat Richard Sabol to make it 1-0 - the puck deflecting
off Drydn Dow's skate as he faced his own net. Spencer Naas equalised and made it 1-1 for the home team
at 05:04, taking advantage of an odd man rush and sending a tight angle shot from the left circle past
Matthew Greenfield.  A turnover in the Stars’ zone led to Marc-Olivier Vallerand picking the puck up in the
slot, firing it past Sabol at 05:46 to make it 2-1 and regain the Steelers’ lead.  A good forecheck in the
offensive zone allowed Mikko Juusola to add a third for the visitors, knocking the puck into the net at 11:31.
A shot from the blue line by Colton Saucerman found its way past Sabol and into the Stars’ net to make it 4-1
at 13:19, while  a scrappy play around the Steelers net allowed Brendan Harms to poke the puck past
Greenfield for the Stars second of the night at 19:09, making it 4-2 heading into the period break. "It was a
good low play by Ciampini who drew two players to him, made a good play up to Cormier and his
elusiveness and deception kind of froze the winger there," explained Saucerman. "He slid it over to me and
those ones are easy you just try and hit it as hard as you can and I was fortunate it had eyes." Dundee began
the second period by generating their best chances of the game, forcing Greenfield to make some key saves
as they searched for a third goal. A drop pass by Mikko Juusola in the offensive zone set Brien Diffley up in
the slot, who fired the puck past Sabol top shelf at 25:52 for a 5-1 lead. Keanu Yamamoto used his speed to
cut past the Steelers defense at 31:04, beating Greenfield with a backhand in close to make it 5-2 and cut the
deficit to two. A cross crease pass from Daniel Ciampini found Brandon Whistle, who fired the puck into an
empty net for a sixth Steelers’ goal at 36:57.  Period three was one to forget for the hosts. Mark Simpson
made it seven at 44:50, followed by Juusola at 48:56 on a powerplay. Juusola then scored a penalty shot after
Keanu Yamamoto's hook with 6:53 to play, before Sam Tremblay rounded off the scoring at 57:14 - that goal
also saw Sabol pulled and Jarrett Fiske enter the net. Speaking about the defeat on Saturday night,
Saucerman concluded: "That's just not us, sometimes you're going to lose games and sometimes you're not
going to have your best but that was just a lack of effort and unacceptable to be a Sheffield Steeler and play
that way, so we had to have a response game and I thought we had that effectively."



Coventry Blaze 3            Guildford Flames 2                 Elite League  
(2-0, 1-0,0-2,)   SOG 23-19    PIMs  14-16   Att 2147
Coventry Blaze almost let a three-goal lead slip, but held on to beat Guildford Flames 3-2 in front of 2,147
fans at the Skydome, moving them three points clear of the Flames in fifth. "I thought the team played great"
began defenseman Brady Pouteau. "We came out hot to start, maybe let off a little bit there in the third but
we locked it down. Our guys showed their big character there at the end blocking shots and making big
stops. Mat Robson made some good saves in the third, and it was a good team effort to get two points." Just
81 seconds into the game, Brandon Alderson snuck the puck in behind Jake Kupsky to give the Blaze an early
lead. Guildford had several chances to reply the other way, including Brett Welychka hitting the crossbar, but
found themselves down by two with 11:52 played when Alderson's feed found Alessio Luciani at the far post
to make it 2-0. Coventry ended the period on a 5-on-3 but were unable to extend their lead. "It's great being
back in the Elite League," added Pouteau. "Kevin (Moore) and Zach (Vinnell) have been great, helping me out
a lot. I threw a lot of questions at them about systems and they had a lot of videos and helped me pretty
quick. "The fans here have been great, just hoping to keep it going." 5:23 into period two, David Clements'
shot from the point had eyes of its own and found itself go all the way through to put the hosts three ahead.
The middle period was plagued by a lot of penalties and special team play, but ended with no further
scoring. Brett Ferguson got the Flames on the board with 11:10 to play as the visitors took advantage of a
powerplay, and then just 160 seconds later were back to within one through Welychka on a delayed penalty.
Kupsky headed to the bench with 2:05 to play as the Flames had good pressure on the Blaze net, with
Pouteau throwing himself in front of a late Flames chance to block it. As the Blaze got the puck out, Travis
Brown took a late penalty to all-but end the game with two seconds to play. "We showed this weekend that
we can play with anyone, in two very different kinds of games. It's nice to see that we have top end skill but
that we also have that grit and fight that can make us dangerous in any situation."
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DEVILS IN LEAGUE PLAY SO FAR...



ON THEIR ROSTER
In this edition we focus on a Devils record holder Joey Martin.

Joey played junior hockey with the Thorold Blackhawks and Aurora Tigers. Before playing four seasons
(2007–2011) of NCAA college hockey with the Nebraska–Omaha Mavericks men's ice hockey team,
registering 39 goals, 64 assists, and 116 penalty minutes in 152 games played. On September 6, 2011,
the Toledo Walleye announced that Martin had signed to play with their ECHL team for the 2011–12
season. For the next three seasons he played 203 games in the ECHL for the Walley and the Stockton
Thunder with 21 games up in the AHL. 66 goals and 109 assists in the ECHL was enough to attract the
attention of the Cardiff Devils and in July 2014 he signed his first contract abroad after agreeing to a
one-year deal.

In an interview in 2019 Martin reflected upon his time with the Devils.
Cardiff Devils captain Joey Martin thought he’d only be here for a couple of years, now he’s the club’s
all-time Elite League points scorer. The 31-year-old broke Max Birbraer’s record on Sunday to reach
434 points in what was his 345th game for the club when Devils defeated Nottingham Panthers 5-3.
And while he admits he was told he was closing in on the record, the hectic start to the season meant
it had slipped his mind. “I’ve been here six years now and we’ve had some success so I consider myself
fortunate to have been part of an organisation that puts a contending team every year with some
great players,” Martin said. “As far as the milestones go, I couldn’t have done it without the players
around me in being part of these successful teams. “At the end of last season, Fie, our social media
officer, mentioned it to me last year, but it’s been a hectic schedule so far with the CHL and everything,
I never gave it a second thought. “In hindsight, that’s maybe a good thing because then you don’t think
about it and you’re not squeezing the stick too hard, but it’s achievement I’m very proud. “When I first
came here, I thought I would be here for one or two years maybe.  Obviously, I’m hooked and it’s a
great place and I love everything about Cardiff. “The people and this organisation, we’re treated so
well by them all and it’s like a family.  I’ve established relationships with people throughout this team
and I love working with ‘Lordo’ (coach Andrew Lord) as the coach and Todd (Kelman) as the GM. From
top to bottom, I love it here.”    
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Martin has become something of a legendary figure for the Devils fans since first joining the club in
2014 and has played a big part of their success in recent years. He was given the captaincy at the start
of the season following the retirement of Jake Morrissette and he’s taken it in his stride. And as Devils
looks ahead to completing their Challenge Cup group campaign in their next three games, starting
with a trip to Guildford Flames on Saturday before hosting Paul Dixon’s men on Sunday, Martin wants
to see the trophy back at the Viola Arena. He added: “Since I was given the captaincy, I’ve still prepared
my game the same way although there is more responsibility with that. “I was guided by Jake
Morrissette until he retired then before that Tyson Marsh was the captain so I learned a lot from
them. “I’m still learning as I go, but it’s a role I take great pride in.  As far as my everyday approach the
game, I’ve remained  the same and I think that’s why I was appointed. It’s been a pretty good so far.
“We’re doing pretty well in the league, with a six and two record and going well in the Challenge Cup to
be in a position to advance. “We want to be contenders for every championship.  The Challenge Cup is
something we’ve won before and we want to bring it back again. “Every game must be treated as a
must win and we want to get better in every game and the next three games in the Challenge Cup are
very important for us.”

Martin remained with the Cardiff Devils until 2020 and wore the ‘C’ in the 2019–20 season, before he
joined Norwegian GET-ligaen side Stavanger Oilers in August 2020. It was a crazy time as we know
with the pandemic and a short time into that season he had the following to say in an interview. 
Joey Martin says he feels fortunate to be able to play this season after the suspension of the Elite
League as he enjoys life in Norway. The Cardiff Devils legend joined Stavanger Oilers a few weeks ago
as the situation regarding the viability of a new campaign became further and further in doubt. And
the 32-year-old spoke of how he’s adapting with the Fjordkraft-ligaen side, seven games into their
campaign which sees the Oilers in second bottom of 10 teams following a season where they were
streets ahead in the regular campaign standings. “I’m feeling fortunate to have this opportunity where
we’re seeing leagues postponed and not playing, so it is a tough time for hockey players in general,”
Martin said. “I was talking to a lot of guys I know who play overseas and they were already practising
with their teams, but nothing much was happening in the UK.  The rinks weren’t even open so I started
to get a feeling that something might be happening. Or not happening rather. “I was optimistic at the
beginning of the summer, but as time went on, I began to realise there was a distinct possibility we
might not play or not start until early next year. “I just felt that was a long time to wait so I quickly
made a decision to hire and agent and get my name out there.  The chance to come to Stavanger
happened quickly.  It wasn’t an easy decision with the uncertainty, but I have to thank Todd Kelman
for his assistance and honesty. “It’s been great so far over here, even if the form hasn’t been so good
for us.  We have a really good group of guys with a lot of talent.  We’ve underachieved, but we’re
confident of turning it around. “I find myself adapting quite nicely where the style of hockey is quite
different.  It’s taken me a bit to get used to it, but I’m enjoying it so far. “It’s a fast league here.  A bit
younger in terms of the players flying up and down the ice and you don’t get as much time on the
puck.  That’s been different to get used to, but the hockey’s fun, very offensive and I hope to keep
producing this year.” Martin has seven points from his seven outings so far, scoring four and assisting
in three as Stavanger look improve on a run that has saw them lost four of their last five, including
Tuesday’s 7-2 defeat to Stjernan. They take on second place Frisk Asker on Saturday, a team they beat
in all five meetings last season and once more, Martin will be looking to add to his tally. His heart
remains in Cardiff after committing to return next year, all going well and admits he’s had
conversations with the new coach, Jarrod Skalde and kept tabs on his team-mates who also made the
move into Europe. “Covid disrupted my plans to return to Cardiff of course and I’m really sad the
whole has been suspended for this season,” he added. “I feel bad for everyone involved and in my six
years, I saw it improve every year. “The product and depth continued to grow and I’m really hoping it
doesn’t affect things next year, but I have been given the opportunity to play elsewhere and I’m
embracing it as much as I can. “I’ve spoken with the new coach in the interview process and he came
across as a great guy, very confident and has a great resume so it was exciting for Cardiff to bring in a
guy like that. “In fact, he called me a couple of weeks ago to touch base and see how I was getting on
and update me on what he was doing.  We didn’t discuss next year or anything like that, but I
appreciated him reaching out. “He’s the same as everyone.  Basically, waiting to see what happens and 
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hopefully start to get plans in place for a start next year. “I’m closely watching how some of the other
guys are getting on elsewhere and it was really unfortunate what happened with ‘Bownsy’ in Austria with
his injury.  I know how hard he worked to earn that move. “But the other guys I think are the same as
me, taking this year as a new experience and you have to embrace it.  It wasn’t what we all planned for,
but sometimes you’re led down a path and you simply have to make the most of it.”
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He had initially agreed to return to Cardiff for a seventh season but, due to ongoing coronavirus-induced
uncertainty over the 2020-21 EIHL season's proposed start date in December, the Devils allowed Joey to
seek a temporary move away from the club. It was expected Joey would stay at Stavanger for a season
and return to Cardiff in 2021. However, in May 2021 it was announced he would join Austrian side Graz
99ers ahead of the 2021-22 season. Joe rejoined Cardiff for a second time in May 2022. 
The 2024-25 campaign is Martin’s ninth season with Devils discussing Martin, head coach Pete Russell
said: “I cannot say enough good things about Joey Martin as a player or as a person. He is one of the
most coachable players I have ever had, and he turns up to compete every day. He plays hard at both
ends of the ice and is someone we rely on to play in every situation. He makes guys around him better
and still has the knack for putting the puck in the net. He leads by example and has been tremendous for
this organisation over his entire career. I am very pleased to get him signed up for another season.”
Martin helped Devils win the Challenge Cup in 2015 and 2017, the EIite League in 2017 and 2018 as well
as successive Playoff Championships in 2018 and 2019. He also claimed a league record this season in
November when with a second assist on Zach O'Brien's third period goal Joey Martin became the all-time
leading scorer amongst imports in the history of the Elite League. That assist gave him 597 points in all
competitions, which put him 1 point ahead of Sheffield Steelers’ legend Jeff Legue who played in the EIHL
for 9 seasons from 2007-08.   
Devils’ Managing Director Todd Kelman spoke about Joey Martin: “Joey Martin has been a superstar for
this club since the day he arrived.  In those first few years, he was our top scorer and the best forward in
the league. He was a huge part of the success we had in those first 6 seasons starting in 2014-15 and he
helped set and maintain that winning culture. Joey called me at the end of the 2021-22 season, just after
we won the playoffs and all he said was ‘I want to come home.’  It took us less than 5 minutes to get the
deal done and he was a Devil again,” explained Kelman. He is obviously a great player and continues to
show that on the ice a decade later, but he is one of the best individuals I have ever known.  He is great
with the fans, especially with kids, great with our sponsors, great with the media and obviously a great
teammate. Simply put, Joey Martin is the best import signing we have ever made. 

The Devils will celebrate the career of Joey Martin this summer when he hosts his Testimonial match on
Saturday 14th June, 2025.  



 Referee :                                                  Linesman :               
  
 Referee :                                                  Linesman :     
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 Man of the Match Flyers:               
  
 Man of the Match Visitors:

T
H

E
 F

L
Y

E
R

 |
 D

IG
IT

A
L

 G
A

M
E

 D
A

Y
 P

R
O

G
R

A
M

M
E

 |
 P

A
G

E
 2

7
 



VISITING THE BARN

T
H

E
 F

L
Y

E
R

 |
 D

IG
IT

A
L

 G
A

M
E

 D
A

Y
 P

R
O

G
R

A
M

M
E

 |
 P

A
G

E
 2

8
 

BLAZE IN LEAGUE PLAY SO FAR...



ON THEIR ROSTER
In this edition we focus on Jackson Cressey and catch up on his hockey journey through a recent
podcast interview.

Was it a little bit of an obvious choice for you as a kid growing up to get into the game of hockey? 
Yeah, for as long as I can remember, it's been hockey. Hockey's my favorite sport. Obviously, growing
up in Canada and being just crazy about hockey over here, I started, I think, started skating when I was
three or four years old and I've been playing ever since.
 
You have an older brother that plays, a dad that's played, and your uncle Terry Richardson was a
first-round pick. He played in the NHL and also played here in the UK in the 1970s. I imagine he was a
pretty big influence in your career, particularly when you were a youngster ? 
Yeah, I actually think he might have given me my first hockey stick way back when. I think I got one of
those old wooden flat blades that he gave me from forever ago. But I remember going over to my
cousin's place and his place and playing around with my cousin Kevin, who also played professional
hockey for a bit over in Europe. And I was just amazed by all of it. Obviously, Terry has some of his old
goalie masks from way back when, which are, I mean, it's crazy that people used to wear those and try
to stop these rubber pucks flying at them. But yeah, they were definitely kind of role models for me as
I was growing up. 

Jumping to your under-18s, because you were playing with Coquitlam, you won the AAA U18 title
there. What was that year like and was it quite important to you in terms of your development and
in your career? 
Yeah, I think I learned a lot that year. It was my first year playing junior hockey. So I was still in high
school at the time. And so I was learning to kind of manage my course load at school and also playing
a higher level of hockey. And for being a young player on a team, obviously, I had to kind of earn my
playing time. I didn't play a ton that year. But being a part of a championship team, you learn a lot.
You learn how to play in the playoffs, and you learn how to be successful. And I think you kind of, at
every stage, you try to take a couple of lessons and continue them and carry them forward. 

You go from winning one title to winning a second when you step up to playing in the BCHL again,
with Coquitlam when you sweep Vernon to take the Fred Page Cup. Tell us about that year and tell
us about that run as a group?
Yeah, it was a pretty special year. We weren't necessarily the best team in the regular season, but we
kind of seemed to find our groove kind of into the playoffs, kind of into February and then March and
the playoffs. And it was special. I mean, any time you're winning hockey games, hockey is a lot of fun.
Everyone's supporting each other. I mean, those were the best times. So it was really cool. And we
were able to win a championship. And then we were able to go off to the Western Canadian Cup and
play a team from different provinces. And so we were over in Dauphin, Manitoba, which is an
interesting place, but a really cool experience.

Going from high school hockey, U18s to your first year in the BCHL, what is that step up like in terms
of, speed, the level of hockey, just the whole experience? 
It's a big step. All of a sudden, you're playing against 20 year olds who are a lot bigger, a lot stronger,
the pace is much faster. And then also, like, it's kind of your first taste of their being allowed to be
fighting and stuff like that. And I remember being called up the year before and seeing a couple of
these fights and being like, oh, my God, these are some big guys throwing real punches, not like what
we used to do, you know, with the gloves on, everyone's still got the full face shield. But yeah, it's a lot
tougher, but you just kind of, it takes a little bit to get used to, but you get acclimated and then you
just try to do whatever you can. 
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No two paths in junior hockey are the same and you stuck with Coquitlam for your whole time in the
BCHL. What was playing in one place like and was it beneficial for your development as a player ? 
Yeah, I think it I think it was very beneficial. I was able fortunate enough to stay with the same coach.
And you can kind of really see how your game grows with the people around you. And you kind of
start that first year as a young person not playing a lot. And then right into my second year, I see a lot
more minutes, I was kind of put into a leadership role. I wore an A for an assistant captain. And I
started to be able to impact the game more offensively and stuff like that. And then taking it one step
further to my last year, I was the captain, I mean, a lot more responsibility, you add that all you add
that under the pressure and everything else and higher expectations coming back and committing to
a school and everything like that. So it was really kind of a really special three years that I think I grew
a lot as a player and as a person. 

Obviously, being a captain, there are different type of captains. What kind of captain do you think
Jackson Cressey is? 
I think I tried to be a little bit tougher. I tried to keep the guys engaged. And I expected a lot out of
each individual player and their determination on and off the ice. I think as I've grown, and been
captains at different levels, I'm kind of more keeping everyone in a good mood. I mean, being vocal
when I have to, but kind of just making sure everyone's feeling good and having a good time. 
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You went from the BCHL to NCAA. At what point in that four year period, or even before then, did
you decide that you were going to go down the college route and go for NCAA? 
I think it was always a goal of mine to go NCAA. Over here, you kind of the two routes, you can go for
junior hockey, you can go play in the CHL, which is like the WHL, OHL, QMJHL. But then you lose, or
you used to lose at least your NCAA eligibility. And I've, while I was here, I kind of made the decision I
wanted to try to go to the NCAA. My best friend's older brother, Alex Kerfoot, was committed to
Harvard. So that sounded pretty amazing to me. And it just kind of seemed like the better route. I
knew I wasn't one of the top players of my age. And so I kind of seemed like it would give me more
time to develop if I ever wanted to continue with hockey after school. And the whole college in the US,
I mean, looked amazing. All the schools are very good athletically, academically, and it just kind of
seemed like the better path for me to take. 

So maybe it's a silly question, but why did you choose Princeton? 
I didn't have that many opportunities or that many offers kind of, I didn't have any until going into that
third year junior hockey. And then I had a strong start. The offers kind of started to come in. And I
went on official visits to a couple schools, very good hockey schools. And then I started talking to
Princeton. And I think Princeton, I mean, obviously, it stands out as an Ivy League school. And I just 



didn't really think I could pass up an opportunity like that with the amazing academics they have. And
their hockey program was getting better. And I knew I could go there and really have a shot to play
college hockey, which can be tough. If you go to one of these top end hockey schools, obviously,
there's more players and the competition is great. And I figured if I went here, I'd get an amazing
opportunity to play hockey, college hockey, which was the dream. And then also, being such a
vigorous academic school, it kind of prepared me better for after hockey as well. 

What your major was in?
My major was operations research and financial engineering. 

When you joined Princeton that first rookie year, you led the team in assists. Did you feel that you
had a really solid start that year? 
Yeah, it was a really fun year. The coaches put a lot of trust in me right away. And so they gave me
great opportunities. And we were fortunate to have a really strong power play. So coming in as a
freshman and being on the top power play unit obviously helped a lot. And playing with really good
players makes that a heck of a lot easier.

And that year, you were roughly about 500 in the ECAC. What was the step up again, like going from
BCHL to that sort of college level in the ECAC? 
I think that was a big jump. It was a lot faster. And the BCHL isn't necessarily the most structured
league. And then when I took the jump to college, it's extremely structured. All the teams have four
checks, neutral zone four checks, and are very tight. And ECAC is extremely tight checking. We're on
smaller rinks. I mean, some of the colleges have the bigger Olympic sheets. But the ECAC is really
tight. Really, I think it's almost always the lowest scoring league in the NCAA. And so it's tough hockey.
 
Moving on to the 2017-18 and that was a big year for Princeton. ECAC champions, White Law Cup,
ranked 15th in the nation. What was that cup run like? 
That was a really special run. We really just kind of came together as a group after Christmas, I think. I
think we kind of had a slow start. We held a couple players-only meeting, and I'll give a lot of credit to
our captains at that time, Eric Robinson and Joe Grabowski. And we kind of just really came together
and started winning a lot of hockey games. I think we even finished maybe seventh that year in the
regular season, and I think we had to beat one, two, and three to make it all the way. It was a really
special run, and it just kind of was one of those feelings like, we're just not going to lose. And it just
kind of was, even with Clarkson tying up the game in the final, I think with like two seconds left, where
the puck went off, we had to tie it up, unfortunately. But even going to OT, we were all still pretty
confident that we were going to come away with a win. And come away with a win. 

A certain Kevin Moore was involved in that team as one of the assistant coaches and volunteers at
that time. What do you remember of Kevin Moore at that age in Princeton?
That was a while ago now. But I just remember Kevin being extremely dedicated to his work. He was
always ready to go. Just a great person, just really cared and was just willing to do anything coaches
asked from him, players needed from him. He was always around and willing to work. And I loved his
attitude. And I'm excited to start working with him again. I suspect that question might come up a little
bit later on. 

If we stay focused on the college side for just one more moment, you ended up getting an invite to
the national tournament, which in NCAA terms is pretty big, right? You get to the regional semis, but
you meet a pretty strong team in Ohio State and end up going out. But what's it like to just make the
tournament? And how are those regional, what's it like to be part of that regional group? 
I think that was kind of a big step up for us to get up to the national stage. And so obviously winning
the CAC, we automatically get a bid into the tournament. And so we came in as one of the lower seeds
because our season wasn't the strongest. And so Ohio State was a very, very good team that year. And
we came in and I mean, everyone was ready to go, but just kind of felt from the start that they were a
little just better prepared. They were ready a little bit. They were definitely bigger, bigger than us. And
you know what, we fought hard, but it just wasn't our night. They were definitely the better team, 

VISITING THE BARN

T
H

E
 F

L
Y

E
R

 |
 D

IG
IT

A
L

 G
A

M
E

 D
A

Y
 P

R
O

G
R

A
M

M
E

 |
 P

A
G

E
 3

1
 



unfortunately, but it was really cool being on that stage. We were playing in, I think, a 12, 13, 14,000
seat arena, which is kind of a big step up. We were staying and it was in Lehigh Valley and this amazing
rink and facilities and it was like, oh, boy, here we go. Now it's our time. 
  
You've still got a little bit of time at Princeton to run, but were a lot of guys kind of graduated and
moving on at that point? 
Yeah, I think we lost some very good players that year. We lost a few good, really good defensemen
and we lost a couple forwards. We lost Eric Robinson, who was obviously very good, our captain,
who's now playing in the NHL. We had another guy who like would just score goals somehow, just no
matter what. He wasn't necessarily the best hockey player, but somehow everything he shot went in
the net, a couple of key pieces. And unfortunately, we just couldn't really, we didn't have the same
success over the rest of my college career. 

So you are now on that final year, you led the team in points, you mentioned earlier that individual
honours aren't necessarily as important, but does it give you a sort of stake in the ground to know
you’re a good player at this level and put yourself in the shop window for the pro game? 
Yeah, I think I would have liked to have a stronger end to my college career, I think I could have. I don't
know if things just weren't going in for me, or just kind of a lack of chemistry built with my mates and
teammates. But yeah, it wasn't necessarily ending on a high that way, I really think I could have
produced more, but I was ready to kind of move on to the next level and hopefully start a pro career.
 
Princeton's season ended along with many things due to COVID ? 
So we had just won the first round. And so we were about to go play the number one seed, I think was
Cornell. So we were about to head up to Cornell for the weekend. And that's kind of when everything
picked up. And then everything got cancelled. 
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Season 2020-21, that was your first pro year. I think it's safe to say that the hockey world was very
disrupted at that point. And you managed to find some nice time in Sweden in Tyringe, which isn't a
town that comes up too often. How did that move come about? And how important was it to actually
find a place to play? 
Yeah, so that was, obviously, an interesting year for everyone all over the world. But for me, it was
slow. And I was originally signed to play in the East Coast Hockey League. And then the team I was
signed with, Reading, decided not to play that season. And I was looking at a few different offers from
other East Coast teams and trying to decide where the best place for me was. I was under the
assumption that I didn't think the East Coast was going to continue with all the cases continuing, even
though it was mostly in the south. I didn't think the hockey season would continue down there. And so
I started looking overseas just to kind of stay in game shape as much as I could not go a whole year
without playing any hockey games. And so opportunity came up to go over to Sweden. But it was a
cool experience. I was living in a really small town in Sweden. And so it was very new for me, first pro
experience. But it was good. It was fun, great group of guys. And it wasn't necessarily the best end for
us. But it was just cool to see the pro game and learn a kind of different culture and live in a different
country. Etan's quite a fun level of hockey as well. But compared to other leagues in Sweden, like the
Allsvenskan, the tier above, and certainly the SHL, it's a little bit more open. So, you know, you have a
little bit more fun for the fans and I think maybe also the players. 

What was the effect of COVID on the hockey. You see some of the guys that play in NCAA at that
time when they got going that year were having to play with face masks on under their cage. They
were having to live very sheltered in bubbles. What was it like in Sweden? 
Yeah, it was strange. I kind of went to Sweden because they were still very open at that time. And so I
kind of thought the hockey would continue. So we didn't have anything special, really. We had to wear
masks and we were testing a lot. We had a couple kind of slowdowns. But I think the weirdest part for
me is that we were allowed only about five fans in the building for the games. So we had five very loud
fans. But still, it was just five people. They were very passionate. But it was strange because kind of the
first pro hockey experience and you kind of expect some crazy crowds and stuff like that. And it kind
of felt more like minor hockey all over. Sweden was still pretty open and so you're still allowed to have
everyone in the dressing rooms and train and stuff like that. So I was fortunate that way.    

You mentioned that you signed in Reading initially and you went back there for your first year in the
East Coast. And actually, it was probably worth the wait in many ways, because you guys won the
Eastern Conference title. Tell us a little bit about that group, because there was also quite a lot Elite
League alumni in there, wasn't it? I think Patrick Bykov led you guys in points. He was in Guildford
last year. Tell us about that group and that run ? 
Yeah, that was a great group of guys. That was a cool kind of first year pro hockey in North America
experience. We saw everyone's kind of living close together, either in little like kind of town homes or
in apartments. And so you spent a lot of time with the guys. And then obviously, there's a ton of travel
and a lot of time on the bus. So you create some great friends. And I still keep in touch with a lot of
those guys. And we had a lot of veterans, older guys in that team. And we, we kind of came together
and we want to win a lot of hockey games. And it was a lot of fun. Just kind of hanging out on the road
and stuff like that. I'd never been on like, we'd be gone for like a few weeks from home, which I never
kind of experienced before with a hockey team.

The two seasons before Jackson arrived in Coventry he played in the DEL2.
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TWO NUMBER 19'S COYLE AND BROWN

This week’s article features two No 19s, one from the BNL era and one from the Heineken years. One came
to the club late in the season and helped Flyers to trophy success in 1999, while the other played two
seasons at Kirkcaldy and was a fan favourite and part of the Heineken Championship winning team of
1985.
John Coyle was a native of British Columbia and played his early hockey in that province, before heading to
North Michigan University for a season and a bit, with the remainder of 1997/98 playing for Tacoma
Sabercats. He joined Telford Tigers for the 1998/99 season in the BNL and joined a number of big names
on Tigers’ books including John Lawless, Claude Dumas and Todd Dutiaume.
Tigers barely survived the season and were wound up in March 1999 having incurred substantial financial
losses. It was reported that several players had not been paid, so it is understandable that many players
left Telford, including Coyle and Dutiaume, who headed north to Flyers. 

John Coyle ironically made his Flyers’ debut at Telford on 06/02/99 and started as he meant to go on,
scoring on his debut and adding an assist in a 6-5 overtime win. He went one better the next night at
Kirkcaldy against the same opponents, scoring 2+1. He scored his only Flyers’ hat-trick on 13/03/99 against
Edinburgh Capitals in a fine 8-2 play-off win. He failed to score in the next three play-off games but found
the net once more in the semi-final tie against Guildford Flames at Hull on 27/03/99.
He played his final game as a Flyer in the BNL play-off final on 28/03/99 against Slough Jets.
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Flyers started the final in fine form and 4-1
ahead at the first break, Dutiaume, Steve
Brown, John Haig and Steven King hitting
the net. It was 5-2 after two periods as
Dutiaume netted his second of the evening
despite being outshot 3-13 in the middle
session. In the third period, Jets turned on
the heat and put three goals past Joe
Watkins, on loan from Telford, in Flyers’
net.
After a scoreless overtime period it came
down to penalty shots and it was Watkins
and Coyle who emerged as Flyers’ heroes
as the penalty shots went to sudden death.
Coyle netted for Flyers then Watkins
stopped Derek Higdon’s effort for a Flyers’
victory. 

This meant that despite playing a relatively
few number of games for the club, John
Coyle’s last goal in a Flyers uniform was the
championship winning one.  
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A N D I
 R E N S O N

Danny Brown was one of the key elements in Flyers’ success story in 1984/85 and went about his job
without much fuss, but was a highly effective centre as his stats reflect. He was scouted by Flyers in the
summer of 1984 as Flyers aimed to wipe out the memory of a disappointing 1983/84 campaign.
Along with fellow imports Ron Plumb and Dave Stoyanovich, Danny made his Flyers’ debut in a challenge
match against a Canadian touring team “Air Canada” on 15/09/84. He made his first competitive start as
a Flyer in the tight confines of Ayr’s Limekiln Road rink the following Saturday, scoring three goals and an
assist in a 12-5 Autumn Cup win for a positive start to Flyers’ season.
Teamed with strike partner Stoyanovich, Danny and Dave caused havoc in the opposition defences and
seemed to be scoring at will. He scored points in every game up until another visit to Ayr on 10/02/85, a
game he missed due to injury. This was the only game of the season in which he failed to trouble the
scoreboard, recording at least a point in all the remaining games. He had season highs of seven goals v
Durham on 10/11/84 and thirteen points (3+10) against Southampton on 22/12/84 and the icing on the
cake was his hat-trick in the Wembley final triumph against Murrayfield.

Danny returned to Fife for 1985/86 and had a new strike partner in the form of former NHLer Todd
Bidner. His strike rate once again was impressive, only failing to score at least a point in a 3-11 defeat by
Murrayfield in a Scottish Cup tie on 06/03/86. He played his last competitive game for Flyers at Wembley
on 26/04/86 versus Racers.
He scored his last Flyers goal in the 6-3 semi-final win against Durham the previous day, his best scoring
effort was a six goal haul against Peterborough on 16/11/85 and he recorded ten points (5+5) in a 17-2
win against Glasgow on 21/0/985.

Flyers’ fans were disappointed when Danny didn’t return for 1986/87 as he returned home to Canada to
start a business, but those Flyers who were fortunate to watch him in his two seasons as a Flyer, have
only good memories of him in the No. 19 jersey. 



T
H

E
 F

L
Y

E
R

 |
 D

IG
IT

A
L

 G
A

M
E

 D
A

Y
 P

R
O

G
R

A
M

M
E

 |
 P

A
G

E
 3

7 RULES
CORNER

We continue to look at the summary of the different penalty types as well as some game scenarios
associated with the rules that have previously been explained in earlier issues. 
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What a great game of hockey last Sunday, marred by
some of the ballsiest officiating I’ve ever seen in the last
five minutes of a tight game. Putting Cichy off eighteen
seconds into a Panthers powerplay after the Panthers
player appeared to be taken down by a sniper is
nothing short of professional cheating. With two in the
box for the five on three Massimo Carozza had the
shear audacity to throw a stick check on the player
carrying the puck but it sounded loud so….penalty for
slashing.
Fifty-four minutes of great hockey and you leave
incandescent with rage thanks to two overgrown
Tunnocks teacakes suddenly deciding they like the taste
of their whistle.
Danny Stewart channelled his internal screaming potato
at the end of the second period after his team was on
the end of some calls that, you know, we all thought
weren’t being called in the game so we cannot really
claim we were the only ones on the receiving end of the
officials suddenly making calls in the last five minutes of
a period.
That, and Cade Neilson’s lack of suspension for
attempting to remove Oliver LeBlanc’s head with his
elbow genuinely sums up what has been a season of
sheer frustration with the third team on and off the ice.

Mentioned in despatches this week are Kieran Craig,
Massimo Carozza and Charles-Antoine Paiement. Evan
Mackinnon has also been a great signing and I’m looking
forward to seeing him play over the next few weeks.
Those games start with a midweek game against Cardiff
who celebrated St David’s Day with a cheeky shut out
against Flyers as they skated to a six nil win. That six nil
was echoed in Sheffield as, mirth inducingly, Steelers
were beaten in their own barn by Coventry Blaze. Not
inducing much mirth is realising that it is Blaze who
come calling on Sunday.
Steeler must have been on the receiving end of Arron
Fox’s size whatever boot as they seemed a different
team whilst putting ten past Stars on Sunday.
Anyhow, back to Flyers and they have an energy
sapping three-day donkey ride to Guildford on Saturday
to contend with prior to hosting Blaze.

The match against Blaze will also bear witness to a
moment that many of us ‘veteran’ supporters have been
waiting for as Mark ‘Mo’ Morrison’s number 17 gets
officially retired. Sadly Mo won’t be here himself and I’m
sure many of us would have loved to have had a few
words with him as well as reminiscing about those
halcyon days with Mo in charge.
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One of Mo’s landmark signings was Todd Dutiaume and
Dutes’ number 11 will also be retired in the coming
weeks. 
Mo was also instrumental in setting up the link with
CHAS, an incredibly positive collaboration that is still
ongoing and a tremendous legacy beyond league titles.
As I sit and reminisce now it comes flooding back just
how complete a player Mo was and just how much he
got out of the teams he put together. There were
certainly many characters that came into the team and
left their mark, Mo is up there with the very best of
them and it was as much a privilege as it was enjoyable
watching him play.

With the retirement of numbers 11 and 12 due in the
coming weeks it hits me in the feels that these are the
full stops on the custodianship of the team by Tom and
Jack. We are in a modern world which is more
demanding, needy of a constant information flow and
dare I say with an overgrown sense of entitlement. Back
when Tom and Jack took over we waited until the Fife
Free Press came out to get the latest team news and
Saturday nights when those in the know would share
priceless nuggets of info.
These days it’s interviews out in the wild within an hour
of a game ending, persistent demands for inside
information even though it’s nowt to do with you and
any failing of the flow of info is jumped upon. As much
as it is nice to be engaged with the teams midweek I
kind of hark back to the times where people would turn
up on match night a couple of hours early to grab some
scran and catch up with mates, cheer their team on,
enjoy it and hang about dissecting the game for a few
minutes before heading into the week to get on with
the business in hand before starting to ramp up the
excitement on a Thursday.
Tom and Jack have been at the helm for many changes
over the years and no doubt have had to make many
difficult decisions and had a few sleepless nights thanks
to the responsibilities associated with the team.

I have hope in my heart that the Flyers bus will continue
to roll for many years to come with new stalwarts, new
heroes and new friends waiting in the wings to join us.

Enjoy the hockey and let’s get behind the lads, Come
On Ye Flyers.

Darrian

HOCKEY VIEWS FROM
SECTION ‘C’ AND BEYOND

Darrian Wilson



N O T T I N G H A M  P A N T H E R S  M A R C H  2 N D  2 0 2 5

P A N T H E R S  M O M
S A M  H E R R

F L Y E R S  M O M
K I E R A N  C R A I G

5 0 / 5 0  W I N N E R

S H I R T  O F F  T H E  B A C K



WEMBLEY WIZARDS
SEASON 1984/85
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A capacity all-ticket crowd in Kirkcaldy Ice Rink and a television audience of millions will tomorrow witness the
eagerly awaited showdown between Scotland’s two leading ice hockey teams, Fife Flyers and Murrayfield
Racers. This will be the sixth meeting of the sides this season, and with just one exception, all the previous
matches have been tightly contested. With Flyers still hard on the heels of league leaders Durham Wasps and
defending an unbeaten home record, and Murrayfield anxious to snatch second place, everything points to
another gripping encounter. Player-coach Ron Plumb knows that this is a match that Flyers must win if they are
to have any chance of finishing on top of the Heineken Premier League — and is confident that his side will
achieve the desired result. “We have to keep the pressure on Durham and we cannot afford to slip up,” he
emphasised yesterday. “It is always a close game against Murrayfield, but as long as we play to our capabilities
we should come out on top. “However, we will have to play sound hockey to beat them, and we cannot take
anything for granted.” 

Tomorrow’s match has a 1 p.m. face-off and will be screened live on the BBC's “Grandstand” programme —
reviving memories of Flyers' flop in the Bluecol Cup final. “We played Glasgow Dynamos in the Scottish
Challenge Cup in front of the cameras on Sunday and it did not seem to bother us,” said Plumb, “but there will
be added pressure on us on Saturday. “The guys will be hyped up a little more than usual, but once the game
starts I hope they will forget the cameras.” Both teams will have to adjust to the earlier face off, and Flyers'
preparations for the match will start with breakfast at Anthony’s Hotel in Kirkcaldy before going to the Ice Rink
for a warm up. Skipper Gordon Latto is slightly doubtful with a groin strain, and although he missed practice on
Tuesday, he is expected to play. Flyers have another TV date on Sunday night when they meet Dundee Rockets
in the final of the Scottish Challenge Cup at Dundee, with a 7 pm face off. Although it is a meaningless
competition Plumb stressed, “We want to win every game, and we will be giving it our best shot” Meanwhile,
Flyers have released defenceman Bobby McEwan who has been unable to claim a  regular place in the side. 

23/03/1985 Fife Flyers v  Murrayfield Racers      Premier League 
As a spectacle, Saturday’s televised match at Kirkcaldy Ice Rink was something of an anti-climax, with Fife Flyers
sweeping aside the disappointing challenge of Murrayfield Racers. However, there were no complaints from the
predominantly Fife support in the capacity crowd who roared their side on to a victory which virtually assures
them of at least second place in the Heineken Premier League. In what was essentially a good team display, six
players got their names on the scoresheet, with Dave Stoyanovich claiming a new record for the number of
league goals scored in a season. If one man was to be singled out for special praise, however, it would have to be
player-coach Ron Plumb who did much to blunt the Murrayfield attack as well as grabbing a couple of goals
himself. 

Racers played the first period without their top scorer Tony Hand who was flown back from the European Under-
18 Championships in Italy especially for the match, but failed to reach Kirkcaldy in time for the face-off. There was
a tremendous atmosphere in the Rink as both teams appeared on the ice, and the match began with Racers’
netminder Moray Hanson in superb form, making half a dozen brilliant stops. But the pressure on the visitors’
goal had to pay dividends, and it was no surprise when Danny Brown took advantage of a power play situation in
the 12th minute to score with a fierce shot low to Hanson's left. Another power play opportunity two minutes
later gave Flyers their second goal, with Ron Plumb finding the corner of the net with a shot from the blue line.
Totally against the run of play, Hastings pulled one back for Murrayfield in a breakaway, but within a minute, a
deflected effort by defenceman Stuart Drummond made the period score 3-1. Racers ran into further penalty
trouble early in the second period, and with Flyers skating five against three, Dave Stoyanovich blasted home a
glorious goal to break Roy Halpin's record of 94 league goals in style.



24/03/1985 Dundee Rockets v Fife Flyers        Scottish Cup Final 
Fife Flyers became the first winners of the new Scottish Challenge Cup on Sunday, defeating Dundee Rockets
in a thrilling final which proved to be a great advertisement for British ice hockey. More than 1500 Fife fans
made the journey to Dundee, and they were rewarded by the sight of skipper Gordon Latto lifting Flyers’ first
silverware for many seasons. The lead changed hands several times during the course of the match, and it
took two goals in the last 70 seconds to bring the trophy to Kirkcaldy. Yet the game had started badly for
Flyers, with Rockets racing into a two goal lead in under two minutes through Bois and Salter. Flyers hit back
immediately when Andy Linton scored straight from a face-off in the Dundee zone, and a power play goal by
player-coach Ron Plumb made it 2-2 after only six minutes. Just 30 seconds later, however, ex-Flyer Charlie
Kinmond restored Rockets’ lead with a breakaway goal which separated the sides at the first buzzer. The
second period was only four minutes old when Bois again put the Dundee side two ahead, and Flyers looked
in trouble soon after when Neil Abel was sent to the penalty box. However, not only did Flyers keep their goal
intact, they managed to reduce the leeway through a fine Dave Stoyanovich goal. Midway through the match,
Danny Brown made it 4-4, and with less than a minute of the period remaining, Stoyanovich put Flyers ahead
for the first time. With both sides skating a man short, the visitors went further ahead through Brown, but
Wood brought the score back to 6-5 with 10 minutes left. Five minutes later, Dave Stoyanovich completed his
hat-trick with the best goal of the evening — but the drama was only just beginning! Two goals in two minutes
by Bois, one from a power play situation, levelled the scores three minutes from the end. When Kinmond was
given a two minute penalty for tripping, however, Flyers had the power play chance they needed, and Ron
Plumb put his side ahead with just 70 seconds on the clock. Andrew Donald twice denied Rockets the
equaliser, but Flyers made certain of victory in the dying seconds when Stoyanovich drilled a low shot into the
net.

Former Flyer Gordon MacDougall scored a close range goal to reduce the deficit to 4-2, before tempers boiled
over as Brian Peat and Tony Hand came to blows on the ice and were both penalised. Peat made a more
constructive contribution to the game in the last six minutes of the period, assisting Danny Brown and Ron
Plumb to stretch Flyers' lead to 6-2. Two minutes into the final period, Gordon Lattc deceived Hanson with &
shot which went through & ruck of players to kill any chance of a Murrayfield recovery. Although Kelland beat
Andrew Donald from close range to score Racers’ third goal, Andy Linton — who had been on the receiving
end of some rough treatment — had the last word with a couple of well taken goals. His first was a simple
power play chance set up by Danny Brown, and the second brought a clinical finish after he was left with only
Hanson to beat.

WEMBLEY WIZARDS
SEASON 1984/85
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The organisers behind the reunion of Fife Flyers’ 1985 British Championship winning team can now confirm
that tickets for the live show taking place on Friday, May 2nd 2025 at the Rothes Hall, Glenrothes, are on
sale.
Initial sales have been good and fans are encouraged to get their seats as soon as possible to avoid missing
out.
Tickets are not available through the Fife Flyers and fans are asked to either visit any OnFife box Office in
person or via the Rothes Halls online ticketing site; https://www.onfife.com/venues/rothes-halls/ 

All tickets will be £25 and booking fees will apply for online purchases.

1984/85 SEASON ANNIVERSARY
ANNOUNCEMENTS
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**** ROTHES HALLS SHOW TICKETS NOW ON SALE ****

There will also be a souvenir brochure available to buy at £10 which tells the story of the team’s incredible
triumph at Wembley Arena and the season that led to that never to be forgotten weekend. 
It is being put together by members of the organising committee and will be published and available for the
weekend of the celebrations. Anyone who wants to order a copy in advance can do so, and get their name listed
in a page for patrons. To become a patron please contact the organising committee via the email address
fifeflyershistorian@btinternet.com , the FifeFlyers historian social media channels, or directly with any
of the members of the committee.

The organisers have been delighted by
the initial response to news of the
reunion of the Class of ‘85 with many old-
time hockey fans keen to be involved at
the live show. 

They are also appealing to any supporters
with memorabilia from that era to
consider loaning or donating to the
exhibition which will be hosted at
Kirkcaldy Galleries and will run from
April 30th 2025 until June 8th 2025.
Alan Westwater, the club’s former
programme editor, is leading the initiative
and liaising with staff at the galleries
where space has been reserved to
showcase the team’s successes. He said:
“We’d love to hear from any fans who
have items of interest - it could be
anything from a strip to a puck or
merchandising from Wembley in 1985.
Anything loaned will be catalogued,
displayed securely, and then returned
afterwards.”  Offers of assistance should
be directed via email
fifeflyershistorian@btinternet.com 

A sportsman’s lunch will take place at the
Strathearn Hotel, Kirkcaldy, on
Sunday, May 4th with further details to
be announced in the coming weeks.



Fife Flames produced a stunning display at Lanarkshire Lightning to secure the Scottish U16 League
championship on Sunday. Lightning had been defeated just twice this season, but the Flames swept them
aside on their way to an emphatic 8-1 victory.
Callum McLaren (3), Caiden Forbes (2), CJ Giannandrea, Murray Whyte and Ross McEwan were on target for
the Flames.
The first-named trio used their experience to lead by example, which helped the younger players in the squad
throughout the contest.
Netminder Aaron Guild turned away 20 of the 21 shots he faced on his way to deservedly picking up the MVP
award. The youngster has produced a series of outstanding performances this season, vindicating the
decision to move him up from the U14 team. Despite some off-ice medical issues, he has played a key role to
justify his place on a championship-winning roster.
The Flames have two League games remaining this season and will be eager to complete a clean sweep of
victories.

Fife Falcons remain on course to win the Scottish U19 League title despite suffering a mini-setback on Friday
night. The Falcons trailed Lightning Pirates 2-1 heading into the final period but managed to edge ahead with
just over four minutes remaining. However, a goal four seconds from the end of the game made it 3-3 and
scuppered the Falcon’s hopes of victory. Jake Blyth was the MVP.

Fife Redwings acquitted themselves well against Belfast Giants U12 but were ultimately on the wrong end of
the scoreline. The players battled to the end and can be proud of their efforts and development, given they
are such a young team. Mason Kelly picked up the MVP award.
Fife Phantoms had better luck against the Giants’ U14 team, with all three lines contributing well to an
emphatic victory. Ben Spears was the MVP.

At senior level, Kirkcaldy Kestrels made it back-to-back wins in the Scottish National League (SNL) with a fine
performance at Aberdeen Lynx on Saturday.
Lynx won the first encounter between the two sides earlier in the season, but the Kestrels subsequently
triumphed twice on home ice to make it 2-1 in the series.
They defended resolutely to claim an impressive 4-2 victory, which strengthened their grip on fourth place in
the SNL standings.
Lynx went ahead in the tenth minute, but the Kestrels gradually worked their way into the game and
equalised late in the second session.
Quickfire goals by Grant Jamieson, Harris Piotrowicz and George Pitcaithly early in the third period put the
Kestrels in control of the game.
The home side pulled one back inside the final three minutes, but the Kestrels saw out the remaining time to
secure a valuable victory.
Steven Wishart’s side are back on home ice on Saturday against North Ayrshire Wild (6.30 pm).

KIRKCALDY ICE 
HOCKEY CLUB
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ELITE LEAGUE
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WHAT’S ON TAP THIS WEEK



Date Opposition Competition Venue FO Time Result Score

Saturday Aug 24th Dundee Stars Pre Season H 19:00 Lost 2-4

Sunday Aug 25th Dundee Stars Pre Season H 17:15 Lost 4-6

Saturday Aug 31st UQTR Pre Season H 19:15 Won 2-0

Saturday Sep 7th Glasgow Clan Challenge Cup H 19:15 Won 4-3

Sunday Sep 8th Belfast Giants Challenge Cup H 17:15 Lost 2-4

Saturday Sep 14th Manchester Storm League H 19:15 Lost 5-6

Sunday Sep 15th Dundee Stars Challenge Cup A 17:00 Lost SO 2-3

Saturday Sep 21st Cardiff Devils League A 19:00 Lost 1-5

Sunday Sep 22nd Glasgow Clan Challenge Cup H 17:15 Lost 5-8

Saturday Sep 28th Dundee Stars Challenge Cup H 19:15 Won 4-1

Sunday Sep 29th Guildford Flames League A 18:00 Lost 1-4

Saturday Oct 5th Manchester Storm League H 19:15 Won 3-2

Sunday Oct 6th Nottingham Panthers League A 16:00 Lost 1-5

Wednesday Oct 9th Belfast Giants Challenge Cup H 19:30 Lost 0-7

Friday Oct 11th Cardiff Devils League A 19:30 Lost 2-5

Friday Oct 18th Dundee Stars Challenge Cup A 19:30 Lost 0-7

Saturday Oct 19th Guildford Flames League H 19:15 Lost 4-7

Saturday Oct 26th Glasgow Clan Challenge Cup A 19:00 Lost 0-3

Sunday Oct 27th Dundee Stars Challenge Cup H 17:15 Lost 2-7

Wednesday Oct 30th Sheffield Steeleers League A 19:30 Lost 2-5

Saturday Nov 2nd Belfast Giants Challenge Cup A 19:00 Lost 3-5

Sunday Nov 3rd Nottingham Panthers League H 17:15 Lost SO 3-4

Saturday Nov 9th Glasgow Clan League H 19:15 Lost OT 4-5

Sunday Nov 10th Dundee Stars League A 17:00 Lost 2-5

Saturday Nov 16th Belfast Giants Challenge Cup A 19:00 Won OT 4-3

Sunday Nov 17th Sheffield Steeleers League H 17:15 Lost 1-4

Saturday Nov 23rd Cardiff Devils League H 19:15 Lost 4-5

Sunday Nov 24th Coventry Blaze League A 17:30 Lost 2-9

Saturday Nov 30th Glasgow Clan Challenge Cup A 19:00 Lost 2-5

Sunday Dec 1st Sheffield Steeleers League H 17:15 Won 5-3

Saturday Dec 7th Manchester Storm League A 19:00 Lost 2-4

Sunday Dec 8th Guildford Flames League H 17:15 Lost 0-4

Saturday Dec 14th Nottingham Panthers League A 19:00 Lost 0-6

Sunday Dec 15th Coventry Blaze League H 17:15 Lost 1-7

Saturday Dec 21st Belfast Giants League H 19:15 Lost 1-6

Sunday Dec 22nd Belfast Giants League A 16:00 POST

Thursday Dec 26th Dundee Stars League H 18:30 Lost 2-3
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FLYERS SCHEDULE 2024/25



Date Opposition Competition Venue FO Time Result Score

Saturday Dec 28th Dundee Stars League A 19:00 Lost 2-7

Monday Dec 30th Glasgow Clan League H 19:15 Lost 3-8

Tuesday Dec 31st Glasgow Clan League A 14:00 Lost 1-5

Saturday Jan 4th Coventry Blaze League H 19:15 Lost 1-3

Sunday Jan 5th Guildford Flames League A 18:00 Lost 1-7

Saturday Jan 11th Dundee Stars League H 19:15 Lost 2-5

Sunday Jan 12th Sheffield Steeleers League A 16:00 Lost 0-8

Saturday Jan 18th Manchester Storm League A 19:00 Won 5-4

Sunday Jan 19th Nottingham Panthers League H 17:15 Lost 2-4

Friday Jan 24th Glasgow Clan League A 19:30 POST

Saturday Jan 25th Cardiff Devils League H 19:15 POST

Saturday Feb 1st Belfast Giants League H 19:15 Lost 5-7

Sunday Feb 2nd Coventry Blaze League A 17:30 Lost 2-5

Wednesday Feb 5th Glasgow Clan League A 19:30 Lost 4-9

Saturday Feb 8th Glasgow Clan League A 19:00 Lost 0-4

Sunday Feb 9th Dundee Stars League H 17:15 Lost 3-8

Friday Feb 14th Belfast Giants League A 19:00 Lost 1-8

Sunday Feb 16th Cardiff Devils League H 18:00 Lost 2-6

Wednesday Feb 19th Sheffield Steeleers League A 19:30 Lost 1-8

Saturday Feb 22nd Manchester Storm League A 19:00 Lost 2-6

Sunday Feb 23rd Glasgow Clan League H 17:15 Won SO 3-2

Saturday Mar 1st Cardiff Devils League A 19:00 Lost 0-6

Sunday Mar 2nd Nottingham Panthers League H 17:15 Lost 1-4

Wednesday Mar 5th Cardiff Devils League H 19:30

Saturday Mar 8th Guildford Flames League A 18:00

Sunday Mar 9th Coventry Blaze League H 17:15

Saturday Mar 15th Belfast Giants League H 19:15

Sunday Mar 16th Nottingham Panthers League A 16:00

Saturday Mar 22nd Guildford Flames League H 19:15

Sunday Mar 23rd Coventry Blaze League A 17:30

Wednesday Mar 26th Belfast Giants League A 19:00

Saturday Mar 29th Belfast Giants League A 19:00

Sunday Mar 30th Sheffield Steeleers League H 17:15

Saturday Apr 5th Manchester Storm League H 19:15

Sunday Apr 6th Dundee Stars League A 17:00
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FLYERS SCHEDULE 2024/25



WITH THANKS TO OUR
SPONSORS

For information on commercial opportunities with Fife
Flyers, please email: commercial@fifeflyers.co.uk 


